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Summary:  

 

This study sought to find out whether men and women have equal access to land ownership 

and the consequent means of pursuing a livelihood for themselves and their families. 

 

The purpose of the study was to consider the inequalities relating to women in obtaining access 

to land and title to land, specifically in an agricultural context where such an asset is crucial as a 

means of livelihood. The study looks at the issue of the granting of land to settlers in State 

sponsored schemes and the ownership of land among them. It will evaluate the legal 

framework within which grants of State land are carried out, the administrative processes by 

which this framework is implemented and any discrepancies or otherwise between the two. 

 

Jayaweera and Sanmugam (1998) point out that an overview of the legal status of women show 

that “gender discrimination exists both overtly and covertly and that those engaged in 

economic activities in the informal sector lack legal safeguards and are therefore one of the 

most vulnerable to exploitation and to gender inequality while they share with other women 

the consequences of discriminatory family laws and other laws. 

 

Both social and economic barriers contribute to women’s disempowerment both within and 

outside the family. For example, lack of economic resources including land, may prevent 

women from seeking remedies from abusive family conditions, further aggravating their 

disempowered status. Economic independence is therefore a crucial factor in order to 

overcome these barriers, and to achieve improvements in women’s economic, social and legal 

status. 

 

Recommendations:  

 

Giving joint title to both husband and wife is a policy, which should be seriously considered 

when allocating land. Giving joint title to husband and wife would be consistent with the 

constitutional provisions on equality and Sri Lanka's international obligations under CEDAW.  

Giving title to women too, would mean that their status would be raised from that of a 

dependent to a decision maker both within the family as well as in the context of State 

bureaucracy. 


