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Summary:  

 

The chapter addresses the issue of GBV as violence against women. It is clear that GBV is widely 

prevalent in Sri Lanka and there is an urgent need to address the issue at all levels and to 

protect women from this phenomenon. Two main issues arise in the context of doing so. The 

first relates to the nature of the legal framework and the Second relates to proper 

implementation of the laws and the strengthening of the institutional infrastructure to do so. 

While there are laws that directly address the issue of violence, and specifically violence against 

women, there are lacunas and shortcomings in them which have to be remedied. Further, there 

are other laws that are not concerned with violence against women per se, but nevertheless 

have indirect and often negative impacts on women.  

 

Apart from the adequacy of the laws themselves, there are shortcomings in implementation 

and in providing support services to victims of violence. 

 

[Sexual harassment] It takes place in all aspects of the public sphere including roads, public 

transport, schools, universities, the workplace and other public spaces of business and 

recreation.  

 

The incidence of sexual harassment has not been systematically recorded as women as women 

themselves are usually embarrassed or intimidated into remaining silent. This is mainly because 

they do not expect support or a remedy from either the men or women around them or fear of 

retaliation from the perpetrator. While the onus on preventing sexual harassment in the public 

sphere clearly falls on the police, the onus within workplaces to both prevent it from taking 

place and to take remedial action when it does, clearly falls, at least in the first instance on the 

institution.  

 

In a study of commercial sex workers in Sri Lanka it has been recorded that while many women 

enter the sex industry “voluntarily” for economic reasons, many others are deceived or coerced 



into doing so, with brokers playing a significant role in the process. Once in the industry, social, 

cultural and economic factors prevent them from breaking free. According to the study the 

women suffer various forms of abuse including rape, gang rape and robbery. However, their 

most serious problem is harassment and mistreatment is by the police who demand money and 

free sexual services from them, under the pretext of enforcing the law. 

 

Recommendations:  

1) laws need to be properly implemented and perpetrators need to be brought to 

justice.  

2) Infrastructure to assist victims in areas such as medical services, counselling and 

rehabilitation services, must be strengthened 

3) Administrative departments such as the Dept. of Social Welfare, Department of 

Probation and Child Care Services must be sensitized to the issue of GBV, and should 

bring this problem within the scope of their functions 

4) While there has been increasing awareness about child abuse and child welfare, the 

issue of women victims of violence is still largely unacknowledged. In the area of 

counselling and rehabilitation services, the State can work together with the NGOs to 

strengthen these mechanisms 

5) steps should be taken to raise awareness among the general public and the 

community at all levels  

6) Awareness programs should focus on challenging the socio-cultural norms which 

condone violence against women and on encouraging social and community support for 

victims 

7) Police and the Judiciary should be sensitized on the issue of GBV both in terms of 

bringing the perpetrator to justice and providing redress to the victims 

8) In the case of domestic violence, while the Penal Code provisions may be adequate in 

relation to substantive aspects of the offence, there are no procedural provisions to 

ensure their security and welfare in the short-term 

 

 

 


